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THE UTRECHT WORKSHOP—13/14 JUNE 2022 


The 15-16 
network held a workshop at 
Utrecht University Library. 
Organised by Bart Jaski, 
Katell Lavéant and Malcolm 
Walsby, this meeting had a 


Sammelband 


different set-up than pre- 
vious meetings. Instead of 
giving papers on their own 
case studies, researchers and 
librarians coming from Cy- 
prus, England, France, Ire- 
land, Italy and the Nether- 
lands, were invited to study 
a selection of Sammelbande 
during thematic _ sessions. 
Thanks to the access given 
by the library to its very 
rich collections, they could 
study a great diversity of 
cases to better understand 
material characteristics of 
modern Sam- 


early 


melbande. 


Curator Bart Jaski had made 
a large selection of Sam- 
melbande kept at Utrecht 
University Library, which 
was founded with private 
collections that were do- 


nated to the city and have 
therefore been kept for a 
great part in their original, 
sixteenth-century state, or 
carefully restored. 


The first day started with a 
general presentation of the 
history of the Utrecht Uni- 
versity library collections 
and was followed by ses- 
sions on provenances, and 
on maculatures and_ bin- 


dings. 


Working in groups, the 
participants studied _ se- 
lections of volumes to re- 


construct the links 


between them thanks to provenances of early modern 


Utrecht collectors such as those of Hubert and Arnoud van 


Buchell, and Evert van de Poll. 


They also analysed fragments of medieval manuscripts from 


Utrecht churches that were reused to decorate and reinforce 


the bindings of sixteenth-century volumes of printed books, 


which offered points of discussion for the analysis of the 


bindings and their structure. The last session of Monday 13 


June was a “Speed-dating with Sammelbande”. The partici- 


pants had ten minutes to pair up and study a Sammelband 


and then present it to the rest of the group, to underline its 


material and thematic specificities. 


DIGITISING SAMMELBANDE 


Coen van der Stappen and _Ja- 
net Slob presented the first 
results of a vast campaign of 
digitisation of the Sam- 
melbande from the Hubert 
van Buchell collection in 
Utrecht, and their methods 
to select items and produce 
usable metadata. 


A list of the 
items is available on the 


digitised 


UBU website and is regu- 
larly updated. 


Ann-Marie Hansen presented 
the on-going project of 
cataloguing of the Fagel 
collection in Trinity Col- 
lege Dublin, and the plans 
currently made to digitise 
the vast cluster of Dutch 
pamphlets comprised in 
this collection. 


The Utrecht University Library 
digitisation lab 


For some participants, it was 
love at first sight; for others, 
the date turned out to be 
more problematic. 


This first day was a great 
way to engage with many 
cases of Sammelbande, and 
to exchange knowledge and 
discuss methods to study the 
materiality of these objects. 


On Tuesday 14 June, Mal- 
colm Walsby presented key 
criteria to define whether a 
volume can be considered as 
a Sammelband, according to 
the framework and _ objec- 
tives of the research project, 
with a specific attention 
given to borderline cases. A 
final session was devoted to 
the challenges of digitising 


Sammelbande. 


Katell Lavéant 
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PAST EVENTS... 


The Utrecht workshop was 
the 


‘How to work with Sam- 


organised on theme 


melbande? Understanding 
the van Buchell collection’. 
As well as being the first real 
event of the Sammelband 
project, it also celebrated the 
launch of a special collabora- 
tion between the project and 
Utrecht’s University Libra- 
ry, which hosts a unique 
collection, the Hubert van 
Buchell collection, contai- 
ning many Sammelbande. 


The study of this collection 


THE UTRECHT SEMINAR, Il OCTOBER 2019 


not only enables us to un- 
derstand how one individual 
but 
also adds to our knowledge 


conceived his volumes, 


of cultural life and book cir- 
culation in Utrecht and Co- 
logne. 

The one-day seminar featu- 
red papers on this collection 
and other examples that 
explored the methodologies 
and tools we can use to study 
these objects. There was also 
a presentation of a selection 
of books from the van Bu- 
chell collection. 


LYON WINTER 


fuidicur in Temporalem 


SCHOOL, 12-13 DECEMBER 2019 


. fa | 
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& Berpessnag 


The Sammelband 15-16 pro- 
ject group organised a Win- 
ter school at Enssib in Lyon 
that sought to emphasise the 
importance of material exa- 
mination in the analysis of 
Sammelbande and the pro- 


blems they pose. 


In a series of general papers 
that sought to adopt a didac- 
tic approach for those not 
familiar with the archaeology 


of the book, the participants 


looked in turn at all the 
constituent elements of the 


printed book. 


In front of a large audience, 
separate papers delved in 
depth into the details of bin- 
dings, the material used to 
strengthen the volumes, but 
also into the analysis of the 
printed matter, the texts and 
their content, as well as an- 
notations and other types of 
user interactions. 


THE UDINE CONFERENCE, 16-17 SEPTEMBER 2021 


Entitled “The Survival and 
Destruction of Early Printed 
Books: the Role of Miscella- 
nies’, the conference orga- 
nised in Udine sought to 
examine the history and si- 
gnificance of Sammelbande 
with a 


great diversity of cases from 


over the centuries, 


all over Europe, spanning 
fifteenth to the 
nineteenth century. 


from the 


After an initial lecture on 
general principles for the 


study of Sammelbande, pa- 
pers in Italian, French and 
English 


facets of these material ob- 


explored _ several 


jects. 


A series of presentations was 
devoted to case-studies that 
allowed participants to ana- 
lyse different thematics of 
collection and discoveries of 
earlier imprints held within 
eighteenth-century bindings. 
Other papers developed new 


avenues of research in the 


study of provenances to re- 
constitute (partly) lost pri- 


vate libraries and the pro- | 


of 


workshops. Specific conside- 


duction 


specific | | 


rations were also given to fe 


the question of the manus- 


cript Sammelbande and of / 


library cataloguing and con- 
servation. 


The conference proved to be 
a stimulating encounter of 


specialists from diverse hori- / 


Zons. 
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LYON CONFERENCE, 25-26 NOVEMBER 2021 


Organised by the Gabriel 
Naudé research centre, the 
event welcomed researchers, 
librarians and _ bookbinders 
who discussed aspects of 
Sammelbande from the fif- 
teenth to the early seven- 
teenth century. It mainly 
concentrated on aspects such 
as the role of bindings and 
how they can be analysed. It 
was also the opportunity to 
listen to a selection of case 
studies that enabled mem- 
bers of the project to com- 
pare different volumes and 
their characteristics. Papers 


focused on examples taken 
from Belgian, Dutch, French 
and Italian contexts. 


The event began on 25 No- 
vember by a visit of 
the Museum of Printing and 
Graphic Communication of 
the city of Lyon housed in a 
beautiful Renaissance 
townhouse. The visit featu- 
red a work session devoted 
to the sixteenth-century col- 
lection of the library with 
both bound items and frag- 


ments. 


The next day, organised at 


PAST EVENTS... 


Enssib, featured a series of 
papers on the theme of ma- 
king and using Sammelbande 
and how they were pre- 
served in public libraries. 
After these sessions, a special 
session was devoted to the 
analysis of everyday 
sixteenth-century bindings. 


The workshop was con- 
cluded by a lecture by Neil 
Harris on a_ bibliographical 
mystery surrounding a Pari- 
sian edition of the Italian 
poem La Bellamano by Giusto 
de’ Conti. 


PUBLICATION PROJECT: A BOOK 


OF CASE STUDIES 


Though the Sammelband 15-16 project 
has inevitably been slowed down by 
the Covid pandemic, the first five 
meetings of the Sammelband project 
have underlined that the study of these 
objects is essential to our understan- 
ding of books in the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries and their survival 
over the following centuries. 


In order to give the project a starting 
point, it was decided before the Udine 
conference to publish a volume dedi- 
cated to Sammelbande, principally 
based on the contributions to the va- 
rious events organised by the research 


group : 


It is, however, important to unders- 
tand that this will not be a collection 
of conference “acts”, but of “case stu- 
dies” that focus on the Sammelband as 
a book structure over the course of 
centuries. 


The papers will discuss a broad range 
of themes and will in particular ad- 
dress the description of individual 
Sammelbande, both manuscript and 
print, the collections of Sam- 
melbande in the library of a particular 
collector; Sammelbande that have 
been broken up or dispersed, whose 
original form is reconstructed on the 
basis of physical evidence or through 


the witness of bibliographical or cata- 
logue records of the past; the fortune 
of single works, whose circulation and 
diffusion depends largely on Sam- 
melbande; fragments of manuscripts 
or printed books discovered inside a 
binding; discussions relating to 
method, for instance, on the catalo- 
guing of Sammelbande or their role in 
the survival of books. 


The volume will be published by the 
University of Udine publishing house, 
Forum, in the series “Libri e biblio- 
teche”, and will be edited by Aman- 
dine Bonesso. 


SAMMELBAND 15-16 
ONLINE 


https://sammelband.hypotheses.org 
Twitter: @sammelband15_16 


Email: sammelband15.16@gmail.com 


THE SAMMELBAND 15-16 PROJECT 


Sammelband 15-16 is a project that studies the creation and use of Sammelbande 


in fifteenth- and sixteenth-century Europe. 


The extraordinary initial development of the printing industry has been carefully 
charted and analysed. But many aspects of the volumes created as a result of this 


proliferation of printed texts are yet to be investigated. 


The Sammelbande are a case in point. The works produced in the printer’s 
workshop were not automatically encased in a publishers binding. The choice of a 
binding, its quality and characteristics, were generally determined by the owner. 
The result was a great variety in bindings that, even in the simplest of cases, re- 
presented a substantial proportion of the cost of book acquisition. This encoura- 
ged the fashioning of volumes that contained not just one work, but different 
texts gathered and bound together, volumes which are generally known by the 


German term, Sammelband. 


These volumes are one of the most striking features of the fifteenth- and sixteenth 
-century book world yet their characteristics have not been the subject of detailed 
analysis. As a result, despite their ubiquity even today, scholars have little unders- 
tanding of these volumes. This project seeks to understand the steps that led to 


their creation and their use in fifteenth- and sixteenth-century Europe. 


THE SAMMELBAND 15-16 ARE... 


Renaud Adam 


Arenberg Auctions, Brussels, Belgium 


Christine Bénévent 


Ecole nationale des chartes, Paris, France 


Claudia Benvestito 
Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, Venice, 
Italy 


Helwi Blom 


Université Lumiére Lyon 2, France 


Mathilde Bombart 


Université Lumiere Lyon 2, France 


Amandine Bonesso 
Universita degli studi di Trieste, Italy 


Flavia Bruni 
ICCU, Italy 


Sergio Cappello 
University of Udine, Italy 


Helene Cazes 
University of Victoria, Canada 


Natasha Constantinidou 
University of Cyprus, Cyprus 


Falk Eisermann 
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Germany 


Iain Fenlon 
King's College Cambridge, England 


Suzan Folkerts 
Athenaeumbibliotheek, Deventer, Nether- 
lands 


Alessia Giachery 


Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana di Venezia 


Shanti Graheli 
University of Glasgow, Scotland 


Ann-Marie Hansen 
Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 


Neil Harris 
University of Udine, Italy 
Renske Hoff 
Utrecht University, Netherlands 


Monique Hulvey 
Centre Gabriel Naude, Lyon, France 


Bart Jaski 
Utrecht University Library, Netherlands 


Katell Lavéant 
Utrecht University, Netherlands 


Maud Lejeune 
Centre Gabriel Naudeé, Lyon, France 


Saskia Limbach 


Universitat Gottingen, Germany 


Lucie Moruzzis 


Archives Nationales, Paris, France 


Ester Camilla Peric 
Universita degli Studi di Napoli, Italy 


Nicholas Pickwoad 
University of the Arts, London, England 


Rozanne Versendaal 
Utrecht University, Netherlands 


Malcolm Walsby 
Enssib / Centre Gabriel Naude, Lyon, 
France 


